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B a d g e r  S ta t e  

N e w s  

FROM THE STATE PRESIDENT’S PEN 

Salutations, Brothers and Sisters of The Moose. 

I wanted this, my last article as the Wisconsin State Moose Association President, to be a memorable piece. As I pondered what 

thoughts to share with you, my Moose Family, I couldn’t for the life of me think of any words of wisdom that we haven’t all heard 

before. Then I noticed a magnet on my wife’s file cabinet. On the magnet is an Emerson quote that ends, “…to know even one life 

has breathed easier because you have lived. This is to have succeeded.”  

I am so moved by countless moments that life has given me, I am unable to narrow them down enough to fit on this page. I re-

read every speech and article I have presented, and realized that the most common idea I offer is to “stop and look around you.” 

This idea of a pause is very significant. It can give us a moment to catch our breath. It gives us time to think and observe. In that 

pause we can prioritize, plan, recharge and prepare to take more effective action. This moment of pause can provide us with new 

insight…but only if we choose to take the moment. 

When I pause, I am overwhelmed with gratitude. My pause brings to light all the blessings that God has given me. I cannot ex-

press how much my wife has positively affected my life, how proud I am of our children, how comforted I am by our friends, and 

how much good we are able to spread via this fraternity. My gratitude stems from the help I can offer others, and the help that 

others offer to me. 

The ability to ask for support and accept assistance is not a weakness, but a strength. The Moose Association thrives because we 

recognize that not a single one of us is an island. We recognize that not one of us can stand alone indefinitely. Everyone needs 

support at one time or another, and everyone is given opportunities to assist others.  

As State president, I had a goal in mind to raise funds for Police K-9 units. The support from our 

members is the keystone to our strength, and it was that support that made the project so success-

ful. It is the dedication and actions of moose members that make things happen. WE…make it 

happen.  

I look forward to seeing everyone at the 107th Annual Convention in September. I am also excited 

to be part of the Rudolph Run again this year. Any donations to our team (Team Wixom Wiscon-

sin) would be greatly appreciated. Donations can be made on the Moose International/Moose 

Charities website. 

As my presidency is coming to an end, know that I am grateful for being given the opportunity to 

have helped make a difference. I cannot thank you all enough for all that you do to support the chil-

dren at Mooseheart, the seniors at Moosehaven, our Wisconsin communities and each other.  

I am humbled to be a part of such an amazing fraternity, and I am proud to call each of you my 

Moose Family.  

As always, I thank you for all past and future support. You are the strength of the Moose. 

Sincerely, 

Michael C. Wixom 

Wisconsin Moose Association State President 
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TERRITORY MANAGER’S MESSAGE 

I look forward to seeing 

you all at Convention in  

Stevens Point!  

 

—Mike 
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Wisconsin 2022-2023 Premier Lodges 

 

Kenosha 286 

Rice Lake 402 

Racine 437 

River Falls 594 

Muskego 1057 

West Bend 1398 

Menomonie 1584 

Fond du Lac 2564 
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CHAPTER  NEWS 

Greetings! 

We’re going in to the “Ber” months, my favorite time of year!   

September brings with it our Annual Convention – many congratulations to our new Golden Gavel Recipients!  This honor is 

bestowed upon those who have successfully completed the requirements while serving as Senior Regent and the Chapter re-

ceived the Award of Achievement during her term as Senior Regent. However, always remember that no one achieves this high 

honor on their own.  It takes the entire Chapter working together to make this happen. And many congratulations to our new 

Fellows as well! 

Just a reminder that form 990 needs to be completed by September 15th. 

In October, our Chapters will celebrate Chapter Rally Days.  Our Rally Day Celebration will be held at West Bend Lodge Octo-

ber 13-15th with Saturday, October 14th being the required day of attendance.  West Bend Chapter has been working very hard 

on the details and I’m certain that everyone will have a good time!  Remember, early registration needs to be postmarked by 

September 15th.   

The theme this year is “Wicked Witches Weekend Getaway”, you can dress up if you want.  Our Community Service Project(s) 

will be AFSP (American Foundation Suicide Prevention).  This program helps fund our mission to save lives and give hope to 

those affected by suicide.  Also, NAMI Washington County, this program helps pay for programs and services for people and 

families affected by serious mental illness.   

Please remember there will be a March of Checks during Rally Days as well.  Chapter checks should be made out to Moose 

Charities and earmarked for Moosehaven Daily Needs.  Rally Day bid forms have been sent to the Chapters.  If your Chapter is 

interested in hosting Rally Days next year, please fill out the form and return it to me.  

Also, West Bend Chapter is asking each Chapter to bring an item that represents your Chapter.  Examples: Monroe Chapter 

might bring cheese and maybe Green Bay Chapter might bring a Green Bay Packer item.  Please prepare a couple sentences as 

to why your Chapter chose this item to add to our cauldron.   

Just a reminder that the Chapter Member of the Year needs to be entered into LCL by October 31st. 

Oh my, then we’re into November!  In November we will celebrate our new Collegians and anyone getting a tassle change or a 

red stole.  Congratulation to our newest Collegians – Carol Meier, Carol Jung and Heather Illbeck Kelly.  Our Higher Degree, 

College of Regents meeting is an open meeting and we should make sure that it’s a very special occasion for those we are hon-

oring.   

Plus November is the month of Thanksgiving.  A very special time of year where we should all give thanks for all that God has 

given us.   

And then comes December, the last of the “Ber” months.  I’ll touch more on December in the next newsletter, so stay tuned �  

Thank you all so very much for all that you do!   

Mooseheart, Moosehaven and your local communities truly do appreciate it! 

And always remember to “Stay Humble and Kind”. 

Karyn Johnson 

PGCM, WI WOTM Chapter Advocate, ATM 
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MOOSE LEGIONS AMBASSADOR’S MESSAGE 
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Hello, My Moose Brothers and Sisters, 

 Hope everyone’s summer has been fun, with a lot of activi-

ties and good times at your Moose Lodges.  This August was a 

busy month, especially the last weekend, with City Festivals, In-

ternational Trap Shoot (Muskego Moose Lodge), Moose Legion 

Fun Days (State of WI Moose Legion) at Eau Claire Moose Lodge, 

and many activities at our Lodges. Hope your summer was fun. 

Brother Moose Legionnaires, as always, Thank You for 

your Service to our individual Lodges, we are the Degree of Ser-

vice, The Doers, the people who want to help. I ask each of you to 

find something small at your Lodge that needs help, step up and do your best, Thank You for helping. 

Other members do see what you’re doing, they will be willing to help you. A group of people have a lot 

more fun on a project than one. Brothers, I ask of You, to find that member who is willing to help, that 

member who wants to make a different, who wants to be active for your Lodge. That is our next Moose 

Legion Member, a member for “The Degree of Service”.   

I would like to Congratulate The Moose Legion 31 Jurisdiction, they were awarded The Moose 

Legion “Key Club”. Thank You for your extra work and Dedication to the Moose Legion, you are “The 

Degree of Service”. 

My Sisters, Brothers, and Family, thank you for all you do every day as a Moose Member. Until 

we meet again, have fun.        

  

 Thomas Kronenburg, WI Moose Legion Ambassador  

 

 

Congratulations to Moose Legion 31 on 

Achieving The 2022 Key Club! 



How have you and your family been? Enjoying the summer, we hope! Before you know it’s History. 

 

First, we need to thank the numerous helpers we have helping us. Finding, sorting, compiling, and delivering 
this found Moose History where it needs to go.  

 

We are still looking for contacts, helpers to get things from your Lodges, and Districts to us when found. The 
easiest way is to contact me to set up a time. Especially if bringing the items to a WMA meeting, Convention, or 
Conference where distance is a factor with limited car space, if I have passengers.   

 

Now for a re-cap of what’s happened over the years: 

 

We had hard times ….. 

Fires, Tornado’s, Hurricanes, Floods, 9-11, even Bombs. These events, and others had effects on our members, 
and Lodges around the whole International Moose Family. And then throw in the COVID VIRUS where we had 
to we learn to keep our families and members safe, and not to forget as it still lurks around the corner. But we 
helped where we could, and moved on to happier things ….. 

 

Now, for some of those good things ….. 

We truly became “ONE MOOSE” and had our 1st Official meeting where the Men and the Women came togeth-
er for our Moose Fraternity in Wisconsin, and Internationally.  

 

We stepped up & helped wherever needed, for the Moose Fraternity, and our Communities. 

Here is some: 

Moosehearts Roof Project; Moosehavens Medical Facility; Moosehearts Mac Center; Moosehavens Opportuni-
ty Lodge; Wisconsins Senior Portait Luncheon and Treelighting Program at Mooseheart; Moosehearts Camp 
Ross; Ross Chastains Nascar Sponsorship which is helping the world know more about the Moose, especially 
with him being a Championship Contender. 

We also helped with safety Items for Local Police K-9 Units; Operation Boot Strap; Local Food Drives; 

Coats for kids; Local fundraising car shows; and many, many other events, and programs. 

 

With the State Convention approaching in Sept., we ask you to come and join us in Stevens Point. And while 
there be sure to stop in the display area, and to sit in on the Annual History Lesson, and other reports. And if 
you have something to add for the future, let me or a board member know.  

 

To those who have helped us, again we say Thank You; Thank You; Thank You! 

Continue to be safe. Till the next time, 

 

Your State Historian Larry H. Pratt 

 

E-Mail Address:      clpratt82@att.net 

Home Phone #:       (920) 467-8436   

Cell / Text #:            (920) 377-4427 

Home Address:       829 Detroit St. 

                      Sheboygan Falls, WI. 53085 
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HISTORIAN’S HERALD 

mailto:clpratt82@att.net


Wisconsin Home Pin 
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MOOSE CHARITIES UPDATES 

Greetings from Moose Charities 
We exist to provide the necessary resources for the continued support and maintenance of 
Mooseheart Child City & School and Moosehaven Senior Living Community. 
Did you know the above statement is the Moose Charities purpose? Are you actively        
supporting the purpose?   
Moose Charities has a variety of programs,  Donors Circle, Mooseheart Boosters,          
Mooseheart Operating Moosehaven Operating, Veteran’s Walk to name a few.  The newest 
program is the Moosehaven AAA Project (Always Active At Moosehaven) 

 It makes no difference which program you choose for your donation, Moose Charities just 
needs you to 'make' your donation.   
Additional information for all of the programs can be found by visiting  
https://www.moosecharities.org or stopping by Moose Charities table at WMA Annual   
Convention in Stevens Point.  Your donations for any of the programs will also be accepted 
at Moose Charities tables at Annual Convention. 
Thank you for all you do to support Mooseheart Students and Senior Residents at        
Moosehaven through your Moose Charities donation. 
 
Cheryl Ripp 
WMA Moose Charities Chairman 

https://www.moosecharities.org


WAYS TO HELP MOOSEHEART & MOOSEHAVEN— ALL YEAR LONG 
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Support  

Mooseheart and 

Moosehaven by  

doing things you  

already do! 



HEART OF THE COMMUNITY 
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Please Bring Printed Photos of Your Lodge’s Community Service  

Projects for the 2022-2023 Year to Convention! 

 

We would love to feature your Lodge’s HOC Projects in the WMA 

Newsletter. Please send your pictures and descriptions to  

moosekellee@yahoo.com 



Hey Everyone, 

Hopefully everyone is having a fun and enjoyable summer.  The WMA Annual convention is com-
ing up soon.  I have to do a report on Safe Surfin at the convention, in the last year if you have done 
some things for Safe Surfin’ please let me know ASAP.  I have to get my 
report ready and sent to Mike.  My email is hilljon1961@gmail.com.  
Thank you for all you do 

Jon Hill 

WMA Safe Surfin Chairman 
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SPORTS PAGE 

SAFE SURFIN’ 

Horseshoes  

Results  

will be in the  

October  

Newsletter! 

mailto:hilljon1961@gmail.com


Wisconsin Moose Association 

2023 Golf Tournament Results 

Host Lodge: Menomonie 

Course: Spring Valley Golf Course 

 

It was great to visit the far west side of the state for this year’s golf tournament. The course, as well as the 
host lodge Menomonie, were all prepared to receive the herd of WI Moose Golfers. 

 

At this year’s tournament we had representatives from 11 different lodges. In total, we had 74 golfers that 
comprised of 61 men and 13 women. Congratulations goes out to the following State Champions. 

1st Place Scratch with 11 Under PAR 

Eau Claire Team of:  Darrell Christy, Dennis Welke, and Kal Lund 

1st Place Peoria (handy-cap)  

 

For the 1st time we had two score cards tie at 9 Under PAR for this event. When following our rules for 
tiebreakers, the team that prevailed was Green Bay’s Team of: Butch Mount, Lee Aanonsen, David Lepp, 
and Sharon Sandona. 

 

Next year’s State golf tournament will be in Sheboygan WI on Saturday July 20th. 

 

Scott Kuske 

WI State Association Golf Chairman 
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SPORTS PAGE 

2023 WMA 

 SCRATCH Golf Champions 

Eau Claire’s team of: 

Dennis Welke and Darrell 

Christy 

(not pictures Kal Lund) 

2023 WMA  

PEORIA (hdcp)  

Golf Champions 

Green Bay’s team of: 

Lee Aanonsen, Sharon         
Sandona, Butch Mount, and 

Dave Lepp 



INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
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Please Support Team Wixom Wisconsin– The Official Team of the WMA 



MEMBERSHIP 
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Hello Brothers and Sisters: 
 

We are into our 2nd quarter of the year.  

Are you working on your membership numbers, including expired,              
re-enroll, re-instate and new?  Contact those members. We need to keep 
moving forward.  
 

Communicate with your members. Let them know what is going on in your 
Lodge.  

It is very important to keeps members in the “know”. Get your members 
involved in activities.  An active Lodge is a growing Lodge. Have fun. 
 

Get our Moose name out in the community by doing community service. 
As we have heard before “The Moose is the best well-kept secret”. Let us 
show everyone we are  

proud to be a member of the Moose. 
 

God Bless Mooseheart, Moosehaven, and all Veterans who have served and 
are serving. 
 

Thank you for all that you do. 
 

Renee LaPoint 

WMA Membership Co-chair 



CONVENTION INFO 
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CONVENTION INFO– SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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CONVENTION INFO 
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CONVENTION INFO– MEET OUR VISITORS 
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Official Visitor– Brian Chew- Moose International Board of Directors 

Brian Chew serves The Moose as a member of the Mooseheart Board of Directors. He 

was appointed to this post in May 2020. Prior to this post, he served as Deputy Supreme 

Governor in the 2012-2013 Moose Year, as Supreme Outer Guard (2014-2015), Supreme 

Inner Guard (2015-2016) and Supreme Sergeant-At-Arms (2016-2017).  

Brian joined Mansfield, Ohio Lodge 341 in September 1984 but has since transferred his 

membership and is a member of Lexington, Ohio Lodge 2511. He also holds dual mem-

bership in Indian Lake, Ohio Lodge 1533. Brian has served as 1 year Trustee, Jr. Gover-

nor, Governor (6 terms), Treasurer and Acting Administrator.  

Brian elevated to the Central Ohio Moose Legion 63 (OH) in April 2003. On the Associ-

ation level, he has served as Treasurer (2015-2016), Prelate (2016-2017), Vice President 

(2017-2018), President (2018-2019), Jr. Past President (2019-2020) and currently 

serves as OSMA Assistant Golf Chairman and Sports Director.  

Brian is a member of the 150 Division of the 25 Club. He received the Fellowship Degree of Honor in 2006 and the 

Pilgrim Degree of Merit in 2013.  

Outside of the Moose, Brian is a Corrections Officer for the State of Ohio and is affiliated with the Fraternal Order of 

Eagles #336, the Owls Nest #1152 and the Sons of Herman Mansfield Lodge #14.  

He enjoys golf, traveling and fishing. Brian and his girlfriend, Carol Maag, reside in Kenton, Ohio. Brian has two 

adult daughters and two granddaughters  

Our New Regional Manager– Frank Vorhees 

Prior to recently becoming our New Regional Manager, Frank served the Moose International Membership Depart-

ment as Territory Manager in the Great Lakes Region #36 – Iowa, Missouri and North Kansas since June 2021.   

He joined the fraternity in March 2014 as a member of Kirksville, Missouri Lodge 1751. Frank also holds member-

ship in Moberly, Missouri Lodge 776. He has served the Kirksville Lodge as Trustee, Treasurer, Communications 

Chairman, Membership Chairman, Community Service, Moose Charities and Administrator.  

He elevated to the Sho-Me (MO) Moose Legion 219 in 2016 and has served as Fraternal Director since July 2020.  

At the Association level, Frank currently serves as Liaison for both the Iowa Moose Association and the Missouri-

No. Kansas Moose Association.  

Frank is a member of the 75 Division of the Moose 25 Club and received the Fellowship 

Degree of Honor in 2020.  

He attended Truman University and prior to coming to Moose International, Frank was 

employed with the Kirksville Moose Lodge as Administrator.  

Outside of the Moose, he is affiliated with the NEMO Fairboard, President of  Communi-

ty Christmas Dinner, on the Board of the NEMO Crisis Intervention Team/NEMO Men-

tal Health Advisory Council and NEMO Connect/Project Homeless. Frank enjoys volun-

teering in his community, helping his children with their business, canoeing and camp-

ing.  

Frank and his wife of 28 years, Stachia, reside in LaPlata, Missouri. They have three chil-

dren, Dylan and Dalton Vorhees and Dylan Bender.  



STATE SNAPSHOT 
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WMA Board  

of Officers 
President:     

 Mike Wixom  

Vice Pres:     

  Larry Pratt 

Chaplain:          

 Margie Marsden  

Treasurer:      

 Clyde Brophy 

Secretary:     

  Matt Boardman 

Jr. Past Pres:  

 Brad Boivin  

Moose Legion Ambassador:  

 Tom Kronenburg  

Territory Manager:  

 Mike Rynearson 

Regional Manager:  

 Frank Vorhees 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Have a story to  

submit? 

Emai to: 

News@wismoose.org 

Please put the following Annual Dates on your Lodge Calendars.  Please consider these 

dates when planning Lodge Events so as not to cause conflict. 

 

1st Saturday in December– Wisconsin Senior Portrait Luncheon and Tree Lighting 

1st Saturday in June– Mooseheart Graduation and Pilgrim Conferral 

SEPTEMBER 

1 Value Veteran of Year Deadline LCL Net  

7-10 WMA Annual State Convention 
Holiday Inn Stevens 
Point 

 

15 District #5 Meeting Eau Claire #1408 6:30 PM 

16 Moose Legion #191 Beloit #191 10:00 AM 

18 District #2 Racine #437 7:00 PM 

23 WMA Cornhole/Bags West Bend #1398  

30 Tom Kronenburg Pilgrim Presentation Ceremony Muskego #1057  

OCTOBER 

1 Cradle Fundraiser Begins Moose Charities  

14 
District #6, Moose Legion #138 & Heart of North 
CHD 

Rice Lake #402 10:30 AM 

15 Moose Legion 31 Board of Directors West Bend #1398 19:00 AM 

15 SEW Council of Higher Degrees West Bend #1398 11:00 AM 

15 Moose Legion 31 Celebration West Bend #1398 1:00 PM 

21 District #4 Meeting Stevens Point #1572 11:00 AM 

21 District #5 Meeting Juneau Co #1319 10:30 AM 

21 Moose Legion #143 Juneau Co #1319 2:00 PM 

21 Chippewa Valley CHD Juneau Co #1319 4:00 PM 

21 WMA Pool Kenosha #286  

27 Mooseheart Founders Day Mooseheart  

28 WMA Exe Board Saukville #1043 1:00 PM 

28 District Presidents Saukville #1043 3:30 PM 

NOVEMBER 

15 Heart of Community Report Deadline LCL Net  

20 District #2 Kenosha #286 7:00 PM 

DECEMBER 

2 Mooseheart Senior Lunch & Tree Lighting MOOSEHEART IL   

9 District #1 Meeting CHOD to Follow Watertown #830 10:00 AM 

9 District #4 Meeting Kaukauna #953 11:00 AM 

9 
District #6, Moose Legion #138 & Heart of North 
CHD 

Rice Lake #402 10:30 AM 

16 WMA Exe Board Sheboygan #438 9:00 AM 

16 District Presidents Sheboygan #438 1:00 PM 

16 Full Board w/Chairperson Sheboygan #438 3:00 PM 

16 WMA Christmas Party Sheboygan #438 6:00 PM 


