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August 2023 

Thomas Kronenburg of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, a member of Muskego 

Moose Lodge No. 1057, was summoned to receive the Pilgrim Degree of 

Merit, the highest honor that can be bestowed upon a member of the Moose. 

The conferral was held in the House of God at Mooseheart, Illinois on       

Saturday, June 3, 2023. 

The degree, currently held by less than one-half of one percent of the 

members of the Moose fraternity throughout the United States, Canada, and 

Great Britain, is the Organization’s ultimate reward for exceptional devotion 

to the principles and ideals of caring for children and senior members, and is 

earned only by members who have given years of ‘above-the-call-of-duty’ 

service to the Moose and its principle philanthropic endeavors of Moose-

heart, a city for children in need, located forty miles west of Chicago, and Moosehaven, a retirement community for 

senior members, located on the banks of the St. Johns River in Orange Park, FL. 

The Pilgrim Degree ceremony, traditionally held on the same day as the    

Commencement Exercises for Mooseheart High School, is conferred only inside 

Mooseheart’s House of God, the magnificent multi-denominational cathedral built in 

1950.  

Members receiving this Degree are entitled to wear a much-coveted gold  

blazer, which is formally presented to the honoree during a special ceremony attend-

ed by other Pilgrims, members of the higher degrees of the Moose, family, friends, 

community leaders, and other members of the Order. Tom’s Pilgrim Presentation 

Ceremony is scheduled for September 30, 2023, at the Muskego Moose Lodge.  
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Wisconsin 2022-2023 Premier Lodges 

 

Kenosha 286 

Rice Lake 402 

Racine 437 

River Falls 594 

Muskego 1057 

West Bend 1398 

Menomonie 1584 
 

 

Wisconsin 2022-2023 Leadership Awards 

 

Kim Schneider, Kenosha 286 

John Springsteen, Racine 437 

Scott Krogh, Racine 437 

Elizabeth Spittle, River Falls 594 

Clyde Brophy, Muskego 1057 

Jeff Kaebisch, West Bend 1398 

Jon Hill, Menomonie 1584 
 



Beginning May 1, 2023 through April 30, 2024, in order to earn the Premier Lodge Award a Lodge must: 

1) Increase Active Membership over the fiscal year ended 4/30/2023 

2) Increase in Total Giving to Moose Charities, excluding amounts for Safe Surfin’ over the fiscal year ending 4/30/2023. In-
cludes Youth Awareness and individual Donor Circle donations to Moose Charities for your members. 

OR 

Lodge per capita contributions to Moose Charities during the fiscal year ending 4/30/2024 must equal or exceed the fraternity-
wide per capita average of $6.75 per member (as established during the prior 2 calendar years) 

3) Submit Heart of the Community Reports and receive a grade of “Good” or better on each report 

4) Indebtedness on the monthly Moose International Consolidated Billing Statement is less at April 30, 2024 than the balance 
due shown on the May of 2023 statement (any April 30, 2024 balance of zero or less is considered less than the prior year) 

5) Submission of Moose of the Year nomination form by established deadline 

6) Lodge must be represented at the 2023 International Convention 

7) Lodge must remit Endowment Fund contributions to Moose Charities in at least 10 months during the year 

8) Lodge must hold an Orientation/Lodge enrollment a minimum of every two months during the year 

Leadership Awards 

When the Lodge qualifies for the Premier Lodge Award, both the President and/or Administrator can earn a Leadership Award, 
qualifying each of them for 100,000 Moose Rewards points. In order to qualify, the following criteria must be met individually: 

– Must serve a full term from May 1 through the following April 30th 
– Must be an active Chapter/Moose Legion member at the close of their term, April 30th 
– Must sponsor at least three members into the Moose during term of office 
– Must, during their term of office, have personally attended all meetings below during their year of service (Alternate Delegates 
qualify for a Lodge’s representation but does NOT qualify for the Leadership Award) 

• Association Annual Convention AND Association Mid-Year Conference 

• 2023 Moose International Convention 

– Must have successfully completed the minimum required training, pursuant to the Training rules and regulations 

Without exception, ALL of the above conditions MUST be met in order to qualify for the award. 

***At the discretion of the Chief Compliance Officer, a Lodge may be disqualified from earning the Premier Lodge Award or 
Leadership Award for failing to abide by our General Laws. 
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Your 

2022/2023 
Association  

PRESIDENT  
Mike Wixom 

Michael_wixom@yahoo.com 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Larry Pratt 

Clpratt82@att.net 

 
CHAPLAIN 
Margie Marsden 

warmmd11@charter.net 

 
JR PAST 

PRESIDENT   
Brad Boivin 

nwoboivin@gmail.com 

 
SECRETARY  

Matt Boardman 
608-214-7843 

mboard124@hotmail.com 

 
TREASURER  

Clyde Brophy 
clyde-brophy@outlook.com 

 

TERRITORY 
MANAGER  
Mike Rynearson  

608-432-3711 
mrynearson@mooseintl.org 

FROM THE STATE PRESIDENT’S PEN 
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Greetings Brothers and sisters of the Moose! 

Having recently spent time with many of you at the Annual Convention in Reno, I 

am reminded yet again what makes The Loyal Order of Moose such an amazing 

organization….OUR MEMBERS. 

Being an active member of the Moose is a passion of mine. I find genuine gratifica-

tion in knowing that we, as a fraternal family, help so many. Our Moosehaven resi-

dents are safe, happy and well taken care of. The Children at Mooseheart are given 

the best care and guidance we can offer, as well as every possible opportunity at our 

disposal to ensure their future success. 

Our community involvement is essential for us to continue to provide the care and 

support to our children and seniors. It is our responsibility to show others in our 

community that we are about helping and supporting those in need. If we can    

contribute to a cause that is important to someone, we have created an opportunity 

to gain a member. There is no better way to inspire others to join our membership 

than supporting a cause that is dear to their heart.  

I want to challenge every Moose member to watch for opportunities to help groups 

or individual families near you. Check up on those we’ve helped in the past, they 

may still be in need. The more often we check in, the stronger our presence will be. 

If we nurture these past relationships and keep them current, we show that we are 

not a One-and-done kind of support system and the more impressive we become as 

a presence. If we continue to put the moose in the forefront of peoples’ minds in 

this fashion, others will be drawn to becoming a Moose member. As we all know, 

the stronger our membership is, the stronger we are as a whole.  

I also feel that we need to make a better effort to reach out to members that we 

haven’t seen in a while. Don’t reach out just to see if our members are going to    

renew their membership, but to see how they are doing and if they, themselves, are 

in need of assistance in some way. Again, I believe this will strengthen our            

fraternity by showing that we care about ALL of our Moose family. 

Recognizing that some of our brothers and sisters are more involved than others, 

know that eve ry Moose member is important. We each have so much to offer this 

organization, and the more of us that donate just a little bit of time can have a     

significantly positive impact on the support we 

provide to our seniors and children. Let many 

hands make our work lite in the upcoming 

year! 

Thank you all for your support this year! We 

still have a lot of goals to meet before year end, 

but we are well on our way! I look forward to 

seeing everyone at the mid-year conference 

this September in Stevens Point, and my 

heartfelt gratitude for your choosing to be a 

part of my fraternal family. 

 

Sincerely, 

Michael Wixom 

WMA State President 

 

 



B a d g er  Sta t e  New s  
Page 5 

MOOSE LEGIONS AMBASSADOR’S MESSAGE 

 

Moose Legion Fun Days 

August 25-27, 2023 

Eau Claire, WI 

See you there! 

Hello Moose Family,  I hope all have had a warm fun summer so far. International Convention was a great 
one again this year, learned and experienced new things, and had a chance to spend time with our Moose 
family around the Fraternity. I did make a mistake this year while introducing COB Bruce Masopust, I will, 
for a Long Time, be called / introduced as “Tommy Boy”, for that error. It was great to see so many of you 
at the Mooseheart Graduation ceremony. It was a special day for me, I was awarded my Pilgrim Degree of 
Merit. I want to thank all of you for working with me to do so much good every day for our Seniors at 
Moosehaven, our Children at Mooseheart, and our Local communities. All of Us working together allows 
for so much good to be accomplished. 
 25-27 August 2023 the Eau Claire Moose Lodge 
will be hosting the State of WI Moose Legion Fun Days. 
We will have food, drink, activities for Men, Women and 
everyone. There will be one 30 minute meeting on Sun-
day to arrange next years host Lodge. We have had so 
much fun and our days have been full of activities, food, 
drinks, and good times. Last year the Moose Legion had 
surpassed all its goal, that made 2 years in a row. Let’s 
work just as hard, and have even more fun, so we can 
make it 3 years. Just a reminder you can visit Camp Ross 
and see what our work is accomplishing. Brothers, take 
time to talk with your Lodge Brothers  about the great 
things we the Moose Legion do to help our children and 
seniors, Lodges and communities. The difference our 
commitment makes to help the Moose Fraternity is 
amazing. Work to have meetings where you plan events 
that help your Lodge meet and exceed there goals. To-
gether, as a group that will hang out, laugh, talk, work, 
enjoy a cold one (water, soda, whatever, & beer} and have 
fun getting things done. You can do so much more as 
many, then few or one. If you have any questions or con-
cern Please call me, if I don't have the answer, I will find 
it.  
 
Your Friend and Brother Moose,  
Thomas Kronenburg (Tommy Boy, sorry Mr. Masopust}  
WI Moose Legion Ambassador    
414-708-7716.   
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CHAPTER  NEWS 

 
Greetings! 

Here we are coming into August already!  WOW!  Our    

Annual Convention is just around the corner.                  

Congratulations to our Matriculants that will be receiving 

their Golden Gavel Honor during our Convocation.  This 

year Convocation will be held on Saturday morning of the 

Convention.   

Moose Sisters, please remember that there will be a March 

of Checks during Convocation.  Checks should be made out 

to Moose Charities and earmarked for the Moosehaven 

Beauty Shop.  Please make sure the checks are made out 

properly.   

Many congratulations to those of you receiving this honor! 

Also, our training sessions have been very well attended this year and I want to take this opportunity to 

Thank all that have helped with these sessions.  There will be a Six Hour WOTM Training session at our 

Convention in Stevens Point on Thursday, September 7th.  The WMA will be picking up the cost of the     

session, please let me know if you are planning on attending.  

Just another reminder that our Chapter Rally Day weekend is scheduled October 13-15th with Saturday,  

October 14th being the required day of attendance.  There will also be a March of Checks at our Rally Day 

Celebration and those checks should be made out to Moose Charities and earmarked for Moosehaven Daily 

Needs.  The pre-registration date for Rally Days is September 15th.  I’m so looking forward to this fun filled 

weekend.   

Also, I’m looking forward to seeing my Moose Sisters and Brothers at Convention in Stevens Point.  It will 

be here before we know it. 

Thank you all so very much for all that you do!  Mooseheart, Moosehaven and our local communities truly 

do appreciate it.  

Take care, stay well and always remember to stay humble and kind! 

Karyn Johnson 

Past Grand Council Member 

WI Chapter Advocate 

ATM 
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Congratulations to 

our new  

Collegians:  

Carol Meier 

Heather Kelly 

Carol Jung  



Page 8 
B a d g er  Sta t e  New s  



Page 9 B a d g er  Sta t e  New s  

 

TERRITORY MANAGER’S MESSAGE 

While going through stuff I came across these “Words of Wisdom” from Children and I thought that I 

would share them with everyone. These are brilliant, and adults can learn from their wisdom. 

Never trust a dog to watch your food. – Patrick, age 10 

When your dad is mad and asks you, “Do I look stupid?” don’t answer him. – Michael, age 14 

Never tell you mom her diet’s not working. – Michael, age 14 

Stay away from prunes. – Randy, age 9 

Never pee on an electric fence. – Robert, age 13 

Don’t squat with your spurs on. – Noronha, age 13 

Don’t pull dad’s finger when he tells you to. – Emily, age 10 

When your mom is mad at your dad, don’t let her brush your hair. – Taylia, age 11 

Never allow your three-year-old brother in the same room as your school assignment. – Traci, Age 14 

Don’t sneeze in front of mom when you’re eating crackers. – Mitchell, age 12 

Puppies still have bad breath even after eating a tic tac. – Andrew, age 9 

Never hold a dust buster and a cat at the same time. – Kyoyo, age 9 

You can’t hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk. – Armir, age 9 

Don’t wear polka-dot underwear under white shorts. – Kellie, age 11 

If you want a kitten, start out by asking for a horse. – Naomi, age 15 

Felt markers are not good to use a lipstick. – Lauren, age 9 

Don’t pick on your sister when she’s holding a baseball bat. – Joel, age 10 

When you get a bad grade in school, show it to your mom when she’s on 

the phone. – Alyesha, age 10 

Never try to baptize a cat. – Eileen, age 8 

These kids are wise beyond their years, and we all could follow their words of 

wisdom in our every day life.  

I look forward to seeing all of you at the State Convention in September, and 

hopefully everyone is all ready to go. 

Until next time – 

Mike 

Congratulations to the WMA  

Top Association for Retention at 82%! 

 

Congratulations Mike Rynearson for being  

A Top Manager! 



Wisconsin Home Pin 
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MOOSE CHARITIES UPDATES 

Greetings Moose Members, 

Have you been having a great summer? Recently the 10 winners of the Moose Charities Sweepstakes were 
announced, unfortunately, we had no winners from Wisconsin this time but keep watching for your chance 
to enter the next one. Have you been sending in your monthly Endowments? Reminder with anything 
checks or monies that get sent in that it is very important to write on the memo line what these donations 
are for so you are receiving the proper credit. We would like to see an increase in our Wisconsin members 
to be in the Mooseheart Boosters. If you decide to join and become a Mooseheart Booster this is an annual 
donation of as little as $10 per year. There are several ways to make an impact on the lives of children and 
seniors in need. Please watch for all the Moose Charities communications either by mail, email, or any oth-
er media. Follow them on Facebook for up-to-date activities. September is near which means we are pre-
paring for the Annual Convention. Please visit the Moose Charities Booth and see what type of opportuni-
ties we have that may fit your needs. There will be baskets to bid on and other ways to give as well. If you 
have any fun ideas to help us make an impact on our overall donations or would like to be a member of the 
Moose Charities team just let us know we would love to hear from you. 

  

Thank you for all you do, 

  

Brad Boivin Moose Charities Chairman 

 

 

 

 

2022– 2023 Moose Journalism Awards 

General Excellence Lodge Publications (Lodges of fewer than 200 Members) 

Second Place 

Clintonville, WI 1502 

The Moose Message 

Brenda Mehlberg, Editor 



WAYS TO HELP MOOSEHEART & MOOSEHAVEN— ALL YEAR LONG 
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Support  

Mooseheart and 

Moosehaven by  

doing things you  

already do! 



HEART OF THE COMMUNITY 
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The WMA is once again proud to be partnering with Operation 
Bootstrap for our Fall Convention in Stevens Point. 
 
They are looking for all kinds of non-perishable food items,       
especially including, but not limited to: Peanut Butter, Cans of 
Meat, Canned Fruit, Cereal, Rice, Pasta, Pasta Sauce and 
Coffee. 
 
They are also looking for the following NEW items: Toothbrushes, Toothpaste,      
Shampoo, Hair Conditioner, Cleaning Supplies and Socks. 
 
New or Slightly Used Items: Back-to-School Clothes (sizes 5-14), Scrubs,      
Sneakers, Children’s Backpacks, Bath Towels, Washcloths, Hand Towels, Sheets 
and Blankets. 
 
Should you choose to make a monetary donation please make checks payable to:          
Wisconsin Moose Association. 

 

Congratulations to 

Muskego Moose  

Lodge 1057  

on their Gold Level 

Heart of the  

Community Award! 



SPORTS PAGE 
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International Horseshoes 

We had four members from the West Bend Moose Family Center travel to Ionia MI for the international horseshoe tournament 

on July 7th, 8th and 9th.  Congratulations to Jeff Schwitz, John Guillaume, Debbie Guillaume and Sarah Guillaume on your  

amazing pitching.  Here are the results: 

Men’s Doubles Class D  2nd place Jeff and John 

Women’s Doubles Class B 2nd place Sarah and Debbie 

Men’s Singles Class J  1st place Jeff  

Men’s Singles Class F  7th place John 

Women’s Singles Class D 4th place Sarah 

Women’s Singles Class B 2nd place Debbie 

Mixed Doubles Class E  3rd place Jeff and Sarah 

Mixed Doubles Class B  1st place John and Debbie 

 

Next year the International Horseshoe tournament will be in Sylvania OH on June 21st, 22nd and 23rd. 

 

The international Cornhole tournament will be held in Bloomington IN on September 15th-17th.  For more information, please 

see the flyer on the bulletin board at the Lodge or the international website under Sports.  

 

 



INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
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MEMBERSHIP 
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To Promote Retention in our community, Mike Rios, 

Director of Membership for Moose International, gave 

us these 5 Phrases: 

 5. How can I help you? 

 4.  I’m proud of you 

 3. I love you. 

 2. Thank you. 

 1. We. 



AROUND THE STATE 
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WMA Board  

of Officers 
President:     

 Mike Wixom  

Vice Pres:     

  Larry Pratt 

Chaplain:          

 Margie Marsden  

Treasurer:      

 Clyde Brophy 

Secretary:     

  Matt Boardman 

Jr. Past Pres:  

 Brad Boivin  

Moose Legion Ambassador:  

 Tom Kronenburg  

Territory Manager:  

 Mike Rynearson 

Regional Manager:  

 Frank Vorhees 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Have a story to  

submit? 

Emai to: 

News@wismoose.org 

The 

End! 

AUGUST 

5 WMA Exe Board Clintonville #1502 8:00 AM 

5 District Presidents Clintonville #1502 11:00 AM 

5 Nomination Committee Clintonville #1502 1:00 PM 

5 Full Board w/Chairperson Clintonville #1502 3:00 PM 

6 District #1  Picnic TBA  

12 District #4 Meeting Clintonville #1502 11:00 AM 

12 
District #6, Moose Legion #138 & 
Heart of North CHD 

Rice Lake #402 4:00 PM 

15 
Heart of Community Report Dead-
line 

LCL Net  

18-20 WMA Horseshoes West Bend  

19 District #1 Meeting Monroe #754 10:00 AM 

19 District #5 Meeting / Fun Day Picnic River Falls #594  

SEPTEMBER 

1 Value Veteran of Year Deadline LCL Net  

7-10 WMA Annual State Convention 
Holiday Inn Stevens 
Point 

 

15 District #5 Meeting Eau Claire #1408 6:30 PM 

16 Moose Legion #191 Beloit #191 10:00 AM 

18 District #2 Racine #437 7:00 PM 

23 WMA Cornhole/Bags West Bend #1398  

OCTOBER 

1 Cradle Fundraiser Begins Moose Charities  

14 
District #6, Moose Legion #138 & 
Heart of North CHD 

Rice Lake #402 10:30 AM 

19-21 COB Visit Northeast WI   

21 District #4 Meeting Stevens Point #1572 11:00 AM 

21 District #5 Meeting Juneau Co #1319 10:30 AM 

21 Moose Legion #143 Juneau Co #1319 2:00 PM 

21 Chippewa Valley CHD Juneau Co #1319 4:00 PM 

21 WMA Pool Kenosha #286  

27 Mooseheart Founders Day Mooseheart  

28 WMA Exe Board Saukville #1043 1:00 PM 

28 District Presidents Saukville #1043 3:30 PM 


